The Enthronement of His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America will take place on Saturday

June 22 at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New York. His Eminence Metropolitan
Avgoustinos of Germany will represent His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. Axios!

On May 11, 2019 the Holy and Sacred Synod of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate unanimously elected Metropolitan
ELPIDOPHOROS of Bursa to be the Archbishop of America

Let us join together in welcoming Archbishop Elpidophoros! AXIOS!

is Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros
H (Lambriniadis) of America was born in

1967 in Bakirkéy, Istanbul. He studied at the
Department of Pastoral Theology at the Theological
School of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,
graduating in 1991. In 1993, he completed postgraduate
studies at the Philosophical School of the University of
Bonn in Germany, submitting a dissertation entitled:
“The Brothers Nicholas and John Mesarites.” He was
ordained to the Diaconate in 1994 at the Patriarchal
Cathedral and appointed Kodikographos (Scrivener) of
the Holy and Sacred Synod.

In 1995, he was appointed Deputy Secretary of the
Holy and Sacred Synod. From 1996-1997 he studied
at the Theological School of St. John the Damascene in
Balamand, Lebanon, where he advanced his knowledge
of the Arabic language. In 2001, he presented a
doctoral dissertation at the Theological School of the
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki under the title:
“Severus of Antioch and the Council of Chalcedon”
and was proclaimed a Doctor of Theology. In 2004,

he was invited to Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology in Boston, where he taught as Visiting
Professor for a semester.

In March 2005, at the proposal of His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, he was elevated

by the Holy and Sacred Synod to the position of

Chief Secretary and ordained to the priesthood by the
Ecumenical Patriarch in the Patriarchal Cathedral. In
2009, he submitted two dissertations to the Theological
School of Thessaloniki and was unanimously elected
Assistant Professor of Symbolics, Inter-Orthodox
Relations, and the Ecumenical Movement.
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The dissertations are entitled: “The Synaxes of the
Hierarchy of the Ecumenical Throne (1951-2004)” and
“Luther’s Ninety-five Theses: Historical and Theological
Aspects. Text - Translation - Commentary.”

In March 2011, he was elected Metropolitan of Bursa
and in August of the same year was appointed Abbot
of the Holy Patriarchal and Stavropegial Monastery

of the Holy Trinity on the island of Halki. He has
served as Orthodox Secretary of the Joint International
Commission for the Theological Dialogue between the
Orthodox Church and the Lutheran World Federation
and member of the Patriarchal delegations to the
General Assemblies of the Conference of European
Churches and the World Council of Churches. He was
the Secretary of the Pan-Orthodox Synods in Sofia
(1998), Istanbul (2005), Geneva (2006), and Istanbul
(2008). He has been a member of the Faith and Order
Commission of the World Council of Churches

since 1996.
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OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP
My Beloved Faithful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America:
Xowotog Avéotn! Christ is Risen! He is truly risen!

Even though I am, as the Apostle Paul once said, “absent in the body” from you, I am
very much with you in heart, in mind, and in spirit (cf. I Cor. 5:3). I wanted to take this moment
to communicate with you through this marvelous tool of social media, to express how much I
desire to embrace all of you as spiritual children, and to manifest to you the love with which God
has graced my heart for the precious flock of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

In the coming days and weeks, we will all be learning about one another. I have already
received and continue to receive warm greetings and messages of congratulations from across
America, and I am heartened by them all. You will be learning about me, but whatI wantall of you
to know most importantly, is that that I am coming to America not only to be your Archbishop,
butI am coming to be your spiritual friend and brother, your servant in the Lord, your co-worker
in Christ, and your fellow steward of all the gifts of God that have been bestowed upon the
Greek Orthodox Faithful of America. Together we will bring the Holy Archdiocese of America to
the greater understanding that we are the Body of Christ, and each of us a precious member.

To you and to all our Orthodox Christian Brethren across America, I bring the blessing
of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. I am coming to you as your brother in
Christ. And, on June 22nd at my Enthronement, I look forward to embracing our ecumenical
and interfaith friends as well, and the whole pluralistic American society that values freedom of
conscience and religious liberty with such intensity.

Let this be a time of hope and positive expectation for us all. We have much to accomplish
together, and by God’s grace and with His strength, we must surely be victorious.

Xowotog Avéot)! AAnOawc Avéotn!
In the Risen Lord,
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